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TAGS: ETRN, BL 

SUBJECT: OVERHAUL TIME EXTENSION FOR LAB B-727 
REF : LA PAZ 1268 AND 1374 

LIMA FOR FAA 

1. FAA REGRETS THAT FEB 27 MESSAGE FROM FAA ATLANTA 
CREATED ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION THAT INSPECTOR RUCKMAN WOULD 
MAKE FULL INSPECTION AND OFFER RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING 
OVERHAUL TIME EXTENSION. INTENT WAS TO MAKE PRELIMINARY 
INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE SCOPE OF PROBLEM. INVESTI- 
GATION WAS PERFORMED BY IRISH BEFORE RUCKMAN COULD BE 
DISPATCHED, AND STUDY OF MATTER HAS LED FAA TO CONCLUDE 
THAT AGENCY PARTICIPATION IN INSPECTION OR DECISION 
CONCERNING EXTENSION CAN NOT BE JUSTIFIED. FAA RECOMMEN- 
DATION LEADING TO DECISION CONCERNING EXTENSION WOULD 
REQUIRE INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF COMPANY OPERATIONS AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MAINTENANCE PROGRAM AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS FROM WHICH 
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AGENCY IS TOO FAR REMOVED. 

2. SINCE LAB’S ULTIMATE INTENTION IS TO HAVE AVIANCA 
OVERHAUL THEIR B-727 WHEN NECESSARY, FAA RECOMMENDS THAT 
DESIRED INSPECTION BE PERFORMED AT AVIANCA FAA- APPROVED 
REPAIR STATION BARANQUILLA. AFTER CONSIDERABLE DISASSEMBLY 
REQUIRED TO PERMIT EXAMINATION OF AIRFRAME, GOB CIVIL 
AVIATION AUTHORITIES MAY FIND IT INADVISABLE TO EXTEND 
OVERHAUL PERIOD. IN SUCH CASE, TIME AND MONEY COULD BE 
SAVED BY AVOIDANCE OF REASSEMBLY FOR FERRY FLIGHT AND 
ANOTHER DISASSEMBLY FOR OVERHAUL, WHICH WOULD BE 
REQUIRED IF INSPECTION PERFORMED LA PAZ. IN ANY EVENT, 
AIRCRAFT WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO AVIANCA FOR OVERHAUL OF 
LANDING GEAR WHICH UNDERSTOOD TO BE URGENT. KISSINGER 
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